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Renewable Energy
European Group invests in wind energy in Cape Verde 
This investment is budgeted at 45 million Euros and will increase the energy penetration index by roughly 25 percent. In addition “this will considerably reduce the frequency of blackouts” in the country, primarily in Praia.  
The project, which is a result of a public-private partnership, involving the government, ELECTRA and InfraCo Limited, a European group investing in Africa, predicts the installation of 4 wind farms (producing energy from the wind resource) in four islands. These wind farms will have a total potential of 28 MW. In just Santiago there will be 10 MW installed (roughly 12 wind turbines) in Monte São Felipe. The construction phase of the project is predicted to commence at the end of this year, after which the works are predicted to conclude in 18 months.
The other islands included in this phase of the project are Boa Vista, Sal and São Vicente. The idea of InfraCo, the European company responsible for the project, is to eventually reach the other islands of the archipelago. “However, this would be in a second phase”, says Richard Parry, managing director of InfraCo.  
According to Richard Parry the group will rely on the most modern technology of wind energy production, which can be up to three times more powerful than the systems which are currently being used in Cape Verde.
The investment, budgeted at 45 million Euros for capital equipment, will increase renewable energy penetration by roughly 25 percent. Additionally, “this will reduce considerably the frequency of blackouts” in the country, with special incidence in the city of Praia.

Following the construction of the wind farms comes the distribution of the energy to the populations. For this purpose, a company (Cabeólica) will be created, also from a partnership with the Government and ELECTRA. Cabeólica will produce energy that it will sell to ELECTRA which will be responsible for the distribution to the residences.   

According to Parry, with this project the energy tariffs will be less subject to the volatile prices associated with the importation of fossil fuels. Besides this, the prices will maintain practically inalterable, which constitutes an advantage in relation to energy produced conventionally - of which costs vary with the oscillation of market prices for oil products.

In addition to this, Parry draws attention to the advantages in the environmental domain, considering this type of production is created by clean energy from the wind. With this, the pollution and other environmental problems created by the traditional methods of energy production are reduced.

   
According to InfraCo’s representative in Cape Verde, this project will aid the country in reducing its dependence in relation to the importation of fossil fuels. “It will also promote a greater economic growth in the country”, reducing the current consumption of heavy fuels which translate in considerable savings.  The project will expand the extraction of the abundant source of clean/renewable energy.

“The objective is to take energy to all, independently of economic conditions or social class”.
    
“Enchanted with the wind in Cape Verde”

The Cape Verde climate was the main reason for this European investment. Richard Parry says he is enchanted with the wind that blows in the islands. “It’s fantastic!”, he affirms, adding that “more than the relations between Cape Verde and the European Union, the wind was what ‘brought’ InfraCo to the archipelago.”
Parry says that the wind which is felt in Cape Verde is one of the most spectacular of the world and that, as so, it should be taken advantage of.  “It is for this reason that we are here”, he concludes.


The managing director of InfraCo hopes that the project may serve as example to other African countries, and not only, if they know to invest in renewable energy, with particular emphasis on wind energy. “Here the wind blows 24 hours a day and this is very good”.


It is an occasion to say that yes we have natural resources. As Parry would say “the wind is our oil”. 
About InfraCo

Infraco was constituted in 2004 by five European countries and the World Bank.


Currently it is financed by developing agencies from Austria, Ireland, Netherland, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom and the World Bank.


The group develops projects in Africa and southwest Asia, primarily in under-developed countries and countries in transition.


Besides Cape Verde, the institution has two other projects relating to renewable energy. However, Richard Parry admits that “the project in Cape Verde is more advanced”. The Cabeólica Wind Project is described in detail on their website (www.InfraCo.com).

 
Ghana, Uganda, Kenya, Zambia and Madagascar are other countries where InfraCo is investing in infrastructure of diverse nature, from agriculture to energy and from communications to sanitation. NP 
